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Apparently an attempt *was made to mitigate their severity in certain re-
spects ; but the law of debtor and creditor still remained extremely harsh,
and the maintenance of the prohibition against marriage between patricians
and plebeians, with the denial of all legal rights to the issue of such mar-
riages, kept alive the most intense phase of the animosity felt toward each
other by the divided classes. On the other hand the new statutes sought
to overthrow the former evil practices in consequence of which patricians
and plebeians accused of capital political crimes were certain to receive severe
sentence, the first from the tribal assembly, the
second from the curiata. Hereafter the centuri-
ate assembly was to be the sole organ of the peo-
ple's will in the trial and judgment of criminal
offences. It was apparently at this epoch also
that the .Romans first caused their raw supplies
of copper ore to be minted in copper coins.

Under the conduct of the consuls Horatius
and Valerius, and of the able and energetic tri-
bune of the plebs, M. Duilius, the affairs of Rome
were soon brought into a condition of order and
peace. A series of laws were set in operation
which may be looked upon as the Magna Charta
of the plebs, and on the proposition of the con-
yuls the right of appeal was confirmed by the
centuriate assembly, and given the most solemn
and binding form,* so that no magistrate (the
<lictator himself, who had retained ail his former
power, not excepted) who had pronouncecf sen-
tence of death without admitting the right of
appeal to the people could be a second time
elected to office. The inviolability of the peo-
ple's tribunes was again declared, and safe-
guarded anew by a special enactment of the
citizens under the sanction of the gods; and,
representatives of the entire people as they were
henceforth, their official organisation underwent
important changes.

This was the beginning of the period during
which patricians were driven by various causes
to seek the protection of the tribunes, and the senate frequently availed
itself of their support to break the opposition of the consuls. Their share
in the transactions of the senate was now formally recognised; but they
could still impose only money penalties on patrician opponents summoned
before the tribal assembly, and when they contemplated bringing a capital
charge they were obliged to apply first "to the patrician magistrate, who
would himself lay the charge before the centuriata. AVitli the increase in
importance of their position the tribunes received the right to take auspices.
The election of quaestors, who as yet acted only in matters of finance, was
also given over, in 447, to the tribunes under supervision by the consuls.

Tne great advance made by the plebs during the crisis the state bad
passed through was best evidenced by the altered position of the tribal as-
sembly which, in obedience to the Talerio-Horatian law .that declared the
decisions of the plebs as uttered in the tribal assembly to be binding on
the entire people, was given equal rights with* the centuriata and elevated

ARMS AXI> STA>-DAED